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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re Application of ) 

Tillmann Komer et aL ) 

Serial No. ) Group: 

Filed: ) 

Title: TRANSMISSION UNIT ) 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT DELETING 
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIMS 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to calculating the filing fee, please enter the following amendments to the 
application. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

In claim 3, line 1, delete "one of claims 1 or 2" and substitute therefor —claim 1—. 

In claim 4, line 1, delete "one of claims 1 or 2" and substitute therefor —claim 1—. 

In claim 6, line 1, delete "one of claims 4 or 5" and substitute therefor —claim 5—. 

In claim 7, line 1, delete "one of claims 2 to 5" and substitute therefor —claim 2—. 

In claim 8, line 1, delete "one of claims 1 to 7" and substitute therefor —claim 1—. 

In claim 10, line 1, delete "one of claims 1 to 9" and substitute therefor —claim 1—. 

In claim 11, line 1, delete "one of claims 1 to 10" and substitute therefor —claim 1—. 

In claim 12, line 1, delete "one of claims 1 to 1 1" and substitute therefor —claim 1—. 

In claim 13, line 1, delete "one of claims 1 to 1 1" and substitute therefor —claim 1—. 

In claim 14, line 1, delete "one of claims 12 or 13" and substitute therefor —claim 12—. 

Please add the following new claims: 
' Transmission unit according to claim 2, characterized by having driving elements 

on the first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element that forms the output (15) of the 
transmission basic unit (25) and the corresponding driving elements on the transmission element 
that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and/or the first bevel gear (8), 
which are oriented and positioned in an axial direction relative to the position of the transmission 
axle, specifically the transmission input shaft (E), as installed. 

i'6. Transmission unit according to claim 2, characterized by having driving elements 
on the first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element that forms the output (1 5) of the 
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transmission basic unit (25) and the corresponding driving elements on the transmission element 
that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and/or the first bevel gear (8),which 
are oriented and positioned in a radial direction relative to the position of the transmission axle, 
specifically the transmission input shaft (E), as installed. 

J^. Transmission unit according to claim 5 characterized by the folio w^ing 
characteristics: 

the output (15) of transmission basic unit (25) consists of the annulus (26) of the 
epicyclic gear train (27); 

the driving elements consist of an exterior toothing (28) on the first bevel gear (8) 
complementary to the interior toothing (29) of the aimulus (26), where annulus (26) has an 
elongation in an axial direction, which does not connect to the pinion gears (13) and where the 
first bevel gear (8) has a segment (35) with no beveled toothing. 

t^A^. Transmission unit according to claim 3 characterized by having and output (15) of 
the transmission basic unit (25) with a transmission element consisting of a sun gear (12) or a bar 
(14) of the epicyclic gear train (27) or a cylindrical gear. 

Transmission unit according to claim 4 characterized by having and output (15) of 
the transmission basic unit (25) with a transmission element consisting of a sun gear (12) or a bar 
(14) of the epicyclic gear train (27) or a cylindrical gear. 

Transmission unit according to claim 5 characterized by having and output (15) of 
the transmission basic unit (25) with a transmission element consisting of a sun gear (12) or a bar 
(14) of the epicyclic gear train (27) or a cylindrical gear.- 


JFH/pmp/#225351 

BAKER & DANIELS 

1 1 1 East Wayne Street, Suite 800 

Fort Wayne, IN 46802 

Date: March 12,2002 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS 


1 . Transmission unit 

1.1 with a transmission input shaft (E) and a transmission output shaft (A), and a 

. transmission basic unit (25) situated between transmission input shaft (E) and 
transmission output shaft (A), which is connected to an angular drive (4); 

1.2 where the angular drive (4) includes at least a bevel gear drive (3) with a first bevel gear 
(8) and a second bevel gear (9), where the second bevel gear (9) is solidly connected to 
the transmission output shaft, at least indirectly; 

1 .3 with a transmission housing (5) that includes at least a transmission base housing (6) that 
covers the transmission basic element (25), and which can be connected to a housing 
cover formed by a transmission housing component (7), which covers the angular drive 
(4) at least in part; 

characterized by the following characteristics: 

1 .4 the first bevel gear (8) of angular drive (4) and a transmission element of the basic 
transmission unit (25), which constitutes the output (15) of basic transmission unit (25), 
have a direct and solid connection and are located in immediate proximity to each other; 

1 .5 the basic transmission unit (25) does not include any elements capable of generating axial 
forces to act against the housing cover on the housing wall; 

1.6 the solid cormection consists of complementary driving elements, which may be brought 
to bear upon each other, on the transmission elements functioning as output (15) and the 
first bevel gear (8); 

1 .7 the first bevel gear (8) of angular drive (4) is supported within the transmission housing 
component (7). 

2. Transmission unit according to claim 1 characterized by the following characteristics: 

2.1 the transmission basic unit (25) includes at least one epicyclic gear train (27) with at least 
one annulus (26), one sun gear (12), pinion gears (13) and a bar (14) or a cylindrical gear 
pair; 

2.2 the output (1 5) of transmission basic unit (25) consists of an element of the epicyclic gear 
train (27) or the cylindrical gear pair. 

3. Transmission unit according to [one of claims 1 or 2] claim 1 characterized by having 
driving elements on the first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element that forms 


the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and the corresponding driving elements 
on the transmission element that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) 
and/or the first bevel gear (8), which are oriented and positioned in an axial direction 
relative to the position of the transmission axle, specifically the transmission input shaft 
(E), as installed. 

4. Transmission unit according to [one of claims 1 or 2] claim 1 characterized by having 
driving elements on the first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element that forms 
the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and the corresponding driving elements 
on the transmission element that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) 
and/or the first bevel gear (8), v/hich are oriented and positioned in a radial direction 
relative to the position of the transmission axle, specifically the transmission input shaft 
(E), as installed. 

5. Transmission unit according to claim 4 characterized by the following characteristics: 

5.1 the driving elements are positioned in the area of the interior circumference of the 
transmission element, which forms output (15); 

5.2 the driving elements complementary to it are positioned on the first bevel gear (8) in the 
area of its external circumference (16). 

6. Transmission unit according to [one of claims 4 or 5] claim 4 characterized by the 
following characteristics: 

6.1 the output (15) of transmission basic unit (25) consists of the annulus (26) of the 
epicyclic gear train (27); 

6.2 the driving elements consist of an exterior toothing (28) on the first bevel gear (8) 
complementary to the interior toothing (29) of annulus (26), where annulus (26) has an 
elongation in an axial direction, which does not connect to the pinion gears (13) and 
where the first bevel gear (8) has a segment (35) with no beveled toothing. 

7. Transmission unit according to [one of claims 2 to 5] claim 2 characterized by having an 
output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) with a transmission element consisting of a 
sim gear (12) or a bar (14) of the epicyclic gear train (27) or a cylindrical gear. 

8. Transmission unit according to [one of claims 1 to 7] claim 1 characterized by the 
following characteristics: 

the transmission housing component (7), which encloses the transmission unit at least in 
the area of the angular drive (4), is designed such that, for all theoretically possible 
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angular drives with the following characteristics: 

- the gear ratio i is essentially constant 

- and the outside diameters of the various bevel gears are essentially constant, 
it has the same exterior dimensions, where various position angles for the transmission 
output shaft (A) may be realized by an exchangeable apparatus to support the second 
bevel gear (9) and/or the transmission output gear (A). 

9. Transmission unit according to claim 8 characterized by having transmission housing 
component (7) consist of a single housing. 

10. Transmission unit according to [one of claims 1 to 9] claim 1 characterized by having the 
transmission basic unit (25) consist of a hydrodynamic and a mechanical transmission 
component. 

1 1 . Transmission unit according to [one of claims 1 to 10] claim 1 characterized by the 
possibility that the angular drive (4) and the housing component, which covers it at least 
partially, can be combined to a modular unit. 

12. Transmission unit according to [one of claims 1 to 1 1] claim 1 characterized by having 
straight toothing in the toothing of the connected bevel gears. 

13. Transmission unit according to [one of claims 1 to 1 1] claim 1 characterized by having 
diagonal toothing in the toothing of the connected bevel gears of the bevel gear drive. 

14. Transmission unit according to [one of claims 12 or 13] claim 12 characterized by having 
identical height of the toothing of the bevel gears of the bevel gear drive. 

-15. Transmission unit according to claim 2, characterized by havin g driving elements 
on the first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element that forms the output (15) of the 
transmission basic unit (25) and the corresponding driving elements on the transmission element 
that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and/or the first bevel gear (8), 
which are oriented and positioned in an axial direction relative to the position of th e transmission 
axle, specifically the transmission input shaft (E), as installed. 

16. Transmission unit according to claim 2. characterized by having driving elements 
on the first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element that forms th e output (15) of the 
transmission basic unit (25) and the corresponding driving elements on the transmission element 
that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and/or the first bevel gear (8),which 
are oriented and positioned in a radial direction relative to the position of the transmission axle, 
specifically the transmission input shaft (E), as installed. 
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17. Transmission unit according to claim 5 characterized by the following 
characteristics: 

the output (15) of transmission basic unit (25^ consists of the annulus (26) of the 
epicvclic gear train (27); 

the driving elements consist of an exterior toothing (28) on the first bevel gear (8) 
complementary to the interior toothing (29) of the annulus (26), where annulus (26) has an 
elongation in an axial direction, which does not connect to the pinion gears (13) and where the 
first bevel gear (8) has a segment (35) with no beveled toothing, 

1 8. Transmission unit according to claim 3 characterized by having and output (1 5) of 
the transmission basic unit (25) with a transmission element consisting of a sun gear (12) or a bar 
(14) of the epicvclic gear train (27) or a cylindrical gear. 

19. Transmission unit according to claim 4 characterized by having and output (1 5) of 
the transmission basic unit (25) with a transmission element consisting of a sun gear (12) or a bar 
(14) of the epicvclic gear train (27) or a cylindrical gear. 

20. Transmission unit according to claim 5 characterized by having and output (15) of 
the transmission basic unit (25) with a transmission element consisting of a sun gear (12) or a bar 
(14) of the epicvclic gear train (27) or a cylindrical gear.— 
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VERSION AS CHANGED 
IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . Transmission unit 

1.1 with a transmission input shaft (E) and a transmission output shaft (A), and a 
transmission basic unit (25) situated between transmission input shaft (E) and 
transmission output shaft (A), which is connected to an angular drive (4); 

1 .2 where the angular drive (4) includes at least a bevel gear drive (3) with a first bevel gear 
(8) and a second bevel gear (9), where the second bevel gear (9) is solidly connected to 
the transmission output shaft, at least indirectly; 

1 .3 with a transmission housing (5) that includes at least a transmission base housing (6) that 
covers the transmission basic element (25), and which can be connected to a housing 
cover ft)rmed by a transmission housing component (7), which covers the angular drive 
(4) at least in part; 

characterized by the following characteristics: 

1 .4 the first bevel gear (8) of angular drive (4) and a transmission element of the basic 
transmission unit (25), which constitutes the output (15) of basic transmission unit (25), 
have a direct and solid connection and are located in immediate proximity to each other; 

1 .5 the basic transmission unit (25) does not include any elements capable of generating axial 
forces to act against the housing cover on the housing wall; 

1 .6 the solid connection consists of complementary driving elements, which may be brought 
to bear upon each other, on the transmission elements functioning as output (15) and the 
first bevel gear (8); 

1.7 the first bevel gear (8) of angular drive (4) is supported within the transmission housing 
component (7). 

2. Transmission unit according to claim 1 characterized by the following characteristics: 

2.1 the transmission basic unit (25) includes at least one epicyclic gear train (27) with at least 
one annulus (26), one sun gear (12), pinion gears (13) and a bar (14) or a cylindrical gear 
pair; 

2.2 the output (15) of transmission basic unit (25) consists of an element of the epicyclic gear 
train (27) or the cylindrical gear pair. 

3. Transmission unit according to claim 1 characterized by having driving elements on the 
first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element that forms the output (15) of the 
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transmission basic unit (25) and the corresponding driving elements on the transmission 
element that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and/or the first 
bevel gear (8), which are oriented and positioned in an axial direction relative to the 
position of the transmission axle, specifically the transmission input shaft (E), as 
installed. 

4. Transmission unit according to claim 1 characterized by having driving elements on the 
first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element that forms the output (15) of the 
transmission basic unit (25) and the corresponding driving elements on the transmission 
element that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and/or the first 
bevel gear (8), which are oriented and positioned in a radial direction relative to the 
position of the transmission axle, specifically the transmission input shaft (E), as 
installed. 

5. Transmission unit according to claim 4 characterized by the following characteristics: 

5.1 the driving elements are positioned in the area of the interior circumference of the 
transmission element, which forms output (15); 

5.2 the driving elements complementary to it are positioned on the first bevel gear (8) in the 
area of its external circumference (16). 

6. Transmission unit according to [one of claims 4 or 5] claim 4 characterized by the 
following characteristics: 

6.1 the output (15) of transmission basic unit (25) consists of the annulus (26) of the 
epicyclic gear train (27); 

6.2 the driving elements consist of an exterior toothing (28) on the first bevel gear (8) 
complementary to the interior toothing (29) of annulus (26), where annulus (26) has an 
elongation in an axial direction, which does not connect to the pinion gears (13) and 
where the first bevel gear (8) has a segment (35) with no beveled toothing. 

7. Transmission unit according to [one of claims 2 to 5] claim 2 characterized by having an 
output (15) of the transmission basic vinit (25) with a transmission element consisting of a 
sun gear (12) or a bar (14) of the epicyclic gear train (27) or a cylindrical gear. 

8. Transmission unit according to claim 1 characterized by the following characteristics: 
the transmission housing component (7), which encloses the transmission unit at least in 
the area of the angular drive (4), is designed such that, for all theoretically possible 
angular drives with the following characteristics: 
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- the gear ratio i is essentially constant 

- and the outside diameters of the various bevel gears are essentially constant, 
it has the same exterior dimensions, where various position angles for the transmission 
output shaft (A) may be realized by an exchangeable apparatus to support the second 
bevel gear (9) and/or the transmission output gear (A). 

9,. Transmission unit according to claim 8 characterized by having transmission housing 
component (7) consist of a single housing. 

10. Transmission unit according to claim 1 characterized by having the transmission basic 
unit (25) consist of a hydrodynamic and a mechanical transmission component. 

1 1 . Transmission unit according to claim 1 characterized by the possibility that the angular 
drive (4) and the housing component, which covers it at least partially, can be combined 
to a modular unit. 

12. Transmission unit according to claim 1 characterized by having straight toothing in the 
toothing of the connected bevel gears. 

13. Transmission unit according to claim 1 characterized by having diagonal toothing in the 
toothing of the connected bevel gears of the bevel gear drive. 

14. Transmission unit according to claim 12 characterized by having identical height of the 
toothing of the bevel gears of the bevel gear drive. 

— 15. Transmission unit according to claim 2, characterized by having driving elements on the 
first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element that forms the output (15) of the 
transmission basic unit (25) and the corresponding driving elements on the transmission element 
that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and/or the first bevel gear (8), 
which are oriented and positioned in an axial direction relative to the position of the transmission 
axle, specifically the transmission input shaft (E), as installed. 

16. Transmission unit according to claim 2, characterized by having driving elements 
on the first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element that forms the output (15) of the 
transmission basic unit (25) and the corresponding driving elements on the transmission element 
that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic vinit (25) and/or the first bevel gear (8),which 
are oriented and positioned in a radial direction relative to the position of the transmission axle, 
specifically the transmission input shaft (E), as installed. 

17. Transmission unit according to claim 5 characterized by the following 
characteristics: 
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the output (15) of transmission basic unit (25) consists of the annulus (26) of the 
epicycUc gear train (27); 

the driving elements consist of an exterior toothing (28) on the first bevel gear (8) 
complementary to the interior toothing (29) of the annulus (26), where annulus (26) has an 
elongation in an axial direction, which does not connect to the pinion gears (13) and where the 
first bevel gear (8) has a segment (35) with no beveled toothing. 

18. Transmission unit according to claim 3 characterized by having and output (15) of 
the transmission basic unit (25) with a transmission element consisting of a sun gear (12) or a bar 
(14) of the epi cyclic gear train (27) or a cylindrical gear. 

19. Transmission unit according to claim 4 characterized by having and output (15) of 
the transmission basic unit (25) with a transmission element consisting of a sun gear (12) or a bar 
(14) of the epicyclic gear train (27) or a cylindrical gear. 

20. Transmission unit according to claim 5 characterized by having and output (1 5) of 
the transmission basic unit (25) with a transmission element consisting of a sun gear (12) or a bar 
(14) of the epicyclic gear train (27) or a cylindrical gear.— 
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Transmission Unit 


[0001] The invention conceras a transmission unit, specifically with the 
characteristics as described in the preamble to Claim 1 . 

Transmission units are known in a variety of different embodiments. One of the 
possible classification systems for transmissions relies the method chosen for speed / 
torque conversion. For example, the speed / torque transmission may be purely 
mechanical or may be combined with other conversion possibilities. Because the 
requirement of universal application of a transmission unit, i.e. the characteristics of 
its incorporation into vehicles, has become increasingly significant, angular drives are 
used to link output in various angles to the transmission input shaft in such 
transmission applications. A significant problem of this method is that such 
transmissions constructed as combinations of units will tend to be very large, due to 
the required incorporation of the elements of the angular drive and specifically the 
element connected on the output end of the unit; this size, in turn, leads to difficulty in 
incorporating the unit into vehicles, because the space available for the transmission 
unit is typically very limited. 

[0002] Thus, the invention is based on the task of developing a transmission 
unit for use in vehicles with mechanical or combined torque transmission in such a 
manner that such a unit minimizes construction expense and space. 

[0003] The solution according to this invention is characterized by the 
characteristics of Claim 1 . Advantageous embodiments are shown in the dependant 
claims. 

[0004] The transmission unit includes a transmission input shaft and a 
transmission output shaft separated by a mechanical transmission unit. The 
mechanical transmission unit includes a transmission basic unit, which is also called 
base transmission, and an angular drive with a bevel gear drive, consisting of a first 
bevel gear and a second bevel gear, where the second bevel gear can be coupled to the 
transmission output shaft in an at least indirectly rotationally fixed manner, while the 
first bevel gear of this invention is in the immediate proximity of the output of the 
transmission basic unit and is directly coupled with this shaft, such that there is no 
intervening separate connecting shaft between the output shaft and the first bevel 
gear. Thus, the first bevel gear is not moimted on an extension of the shaft or is 
rotationally coupled with a shaft, which supports the transmission element that 
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functions as output or which is connected to the same. Thus, the arrangement of 
shafts in the transmission basic unit is not modified. The transmission housing 
consists of at least one housing, which surrounds the transmission basic unit, which 
can be connected to a housing cover in the form of a transmission housing component 
that surrounds the angular drive at least in part. Thus, the transmission basic unit of 
the invention does not include elements that generate axial force that pushes against 
the housing cover on the housing wall, such as a piston that operates in the axial 
direction. 

[0005] In a particularly advantageous embodiment, the transmission basic 
unit includes at least one cylindrical gear pair with two matching cylindrical gears or 
an epicyclic gear train, which includes at least one sun gear, one annulus, pinion gears 
and a bar, where one element of these transmission elements constitutes the output of 
the transmission basic unit. The output of the epicyclic gear train will then be formed, 
for example, by the annulus, the bar or the sun geeir of the epicyclic gear train or by 
the spur gear matched to the pinion in the cylindrical gear pair. The first bevel gear 
forms here the input of the angular drive directly. There are essentially the following 
possibilities to achieve a rotationally fixed connection between the transmission 
element of the transmission basic unit that constitutes the output and the first bevel 
gear: 

a. positive lock 

b. non-positive lock 

c. a combination of positive and non-positive lock 

The connection between positive and non-positive lock is made in the simplest 
case by mutually complementary driving elements on the transmission element that 
forms the output of the transmission basic unit and the first bevel gear, which may be 
brought into active connection. These are most advantageously situated in equal 
distances between the transmission element and the first bevel gear, viewed in the 
direction of the perimeter. The driving elements may here be embodied as claws, 
which insert into specifically designed recesses, or appropriately formed toothing. 

[0006] There are here essentially two basic configurations: 
1 . Inclusion of driving elements on the first bevel gear and/or the transmission 
unit, which forms the output of the transmission basic unit, and matching 
complementary driving elements, such as driving recesses on the transmission 
element, which forms the output of the trsmsmission basic unit, and/or the first 
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bevel gear seen in an axial direction relative to the direction of the transmission 
axle, specifically the transmission input axle, viewed in the installed position. 
2. Inclusion of driving elements on the first bevel gear and/or the transmission 
unit, which forms the output of the transmission basic unit, and matching 
complementary driving elements, such as driving recesses on the transmission 
element, which forms the output of the transmission basic unit, and/or the first 
bevel gear seen in a radial direction relative to the direction of the transmission 
axle, specifically the transmission input axle, viewed in the installed position. 
[0007] The driving elements and the associated recesses or complementary 
driving elements, which may also be designed as recesses, are here most 
advantageously situated in the area of the circumference of the first bevel gear and/or 
the transmission unit that forms the output of the transmission basic unit. The 
inclusion of the driving elements is accomplished here as follows: 

1 . On the inner circumference of the driving element, which forms the output, 
and the complementary driving element on the first bevel gear on the outer 
circumference of the first bevel gear, or 

2. On the outer circumference of the driving element, which forms the output, 
and the complementary driving element on the inner circumference of the first 
bevel gear. 

[0008] The two specified possibilities have the advantage that the realization 
of the rotationally solid connection between the angular drive and the output of the 

transmission basic unit is possible without any additional fastening measures, but 
simply by pushing it on, where the secure connection in an axial direction is generated 
simply by the linkage of the housing of the angular drive, where the first bevel gear is 
supported, and the housing of the basic transmission. This type of connection of the 
angular drive to the transmission basic unit is characterized by a very small space 
requirement, which has a particularly positive influence on the total length of the 
transmission unit. 

[0009] An alternative embodiment of the invention could combine the angular 
drive, its housing and the required supports £is a complete pre-fabricated unit with a 
transmission basic unit to an entire transmission unit. The possibility of removing the 
angular drive from the transmission basic unit as a modular unit creates the advantage 
that the transmission basic unit may be tested by itself even in the absence of the 
angular drive. However, the precondition is here that the transmission basic unit is 
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designed such that its working elements for the various transmission elements to 
realize the several speed increments do not exert any axial force on the possible 
closure or housing cover for the basic transmission, but that these axial forces are 
already dissipated in the housing by an appropriate design. This means that the 
transmission unit is free of elements to generate axial forces that act directly on the 
transmission housing cover in the vicinity of the output of the transmission basic unit 
and the angular drive. 

[0010] An especially advantageous embodiment realizes the solid cormection 
of the first bevel gear with the annulus of a mechanical transmission unit that forms 
the output of the transmission basic unit. This embodiment may use particularly large 
diameters of the first bevel gear. This leads to a particularly short and compact 
design, given the resulting design of the second bevel gear, which connects to the first 
bevel gear. 

[0011] The insertion and removal of the second bevel gear, which is linked to 
the output shaft, is preferably done by way of the level of the flange of the entire 
angular drive. The position of the angular drive elements is independent of the unit 
suspension of the output, i.e. the transmission output shaft, which is why the supports 
do not need to be adjusted at the flange connection of the angular drive. 

[0012] The connection between the basic housing of the transmission basic 
unit and the housing of the angular drive to form the entire transmission unit is 
normally handled likewise by positive and/or non-positive locks. The housing for the 
angular drive may be either a single piece or, preferably, it may consist of multiple 
components. 

[0013] In an additional embodiment of the invention, a set of angular drives 
in the form of bevel gear drives with a first bevel gear and a second bevel gear, where 
the gear ratio for all theoretically possible angles between the input of the angular 
drive and the output of the angular drive is constant and where the outside diameter of 
the individual bevel gears, namely the first and second bevel gears, are also held 
essentially constant, can be assigned to a single housing with identical external 
dimensions. The adjustment in the position of the output shaft, which is required by 
the various output angles, and the position of the supports will be realized most 
advantageously by support units that can be integrated into the housing and can be 
exchanged. Given the specified preconditions, i.e. different output angles for a set of 
transmission units with angular drives, where the gear ratio is essentially constant for 
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all theoretically possible angles and where the diameter of the individual elements of 
the angular drive is essentially also constant with the set, the intersections of the flank 
lines with the transmission symmetry axis So will cover a specific area in the axial 
direction for various angles, if viewed from the transmission symmetry axis Sq. This 
area determines the design of the transmission housing. In order to have a uniform 
entire transmission housing, including the housing for the angular drive, i.e. in order 
to use one transmission basic unit in multiple transmission applications with the same 
transmission housing, the housing surrounding the angular drive will be manufactured 
in such a standard design that it is suited to house all theoretically possible or 
desirable cingular drives. The limits are pre-specified in this instance. However, 
generally the basic housing of the transmission housing is designed for the 
theoretically desirable case that the intersection of the flank lines of the bevel gears, 
when inserted into the transmission, is in close proximity to the base of the 
transmission housing, viewed in an axial direction. For example, this may be the 
situation for an angular drive with an angle of 90^ or even more than 90°. The precise 
determination should be limited to what is theoretically feasible, where the practical 
construction feasibility also needs to be considered. It is most advantageous to design 
a housing suitable for angular drives of 60° to 90°. The outside contours of the 
transmission housing for various angular drives with the essentially constant gear 
ratio i and an identical outside diameters dA of the individual bevel gears will remain 
constant, while the adjustment to the specific angular drives is made by the means to 
support the second bevel gear, which forms the output of the transmission unit. 
Among others, this has the advantage that the connection elements for the housing 
surrounding the angular drive, at least in part, and the housing for the transmission 
basic unit for the entire set will have the same size, regardless of the size of the angle, 

[0014] All kinds of toothing are possible for the toothing of the bevel gears. 

[0015] In another embodiment of the invention, the cooling features, which 
are otherwise flanged to the cover of the basic transmission without an angular drive, 
are sited at the end of the angular drive. The required connecting lines will then no 
longer be handled by hoses, but are engraved as channels in the housing or may be 
incorporated there. 

[0016] In a design of the angular drive with a single unit housing, i.e. with 
exchangeable interior supports and removable support of the second bevel gear on the 
transmission output shaft, i.e. the shaft that forms the output of the angular drive, it is 
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feasible to design the second bevel gear in a different manner than for conventional 
embodiments. Here the transmission housing unit, which surrounds the angular drive, 
is first separated from the transmission basic unit and simultaneously the solid 
connection between the second bevel gear and the transmission output shaft is 
severed, so that the second bevel gear is rolled out of the cavity of the housing 
surrounding the angular drive, once the transmission output shaft is removed from the 
transmission housing. This makes it possible to shift the entire bevel gear drive 
fiirther in the axial direction into the interior of the transmission housing, i.e. in the 
direction of the transmission input shaft, because an opening to remove the second 
bevel gear in the direction of the symmetrical axis of the transmission output shaft or 
on the housing wall with a feed-through for the transmission output shaft is no longer 
required. The designed feed-through in the transmission housing will then need to be 
sized only for the feed-through of the transmission output shaft. 

[0017] The solution according to the invention is suited for any design of the 
transmission unit. Here it may be, for example, a purely mechanical transmission unit 
or a hydrodynamic-mechanical compound transmission. 

[0018] The solution of this invention is explained by use of Figures, which 
show the following: 

Fig. 1 shows a schematically simplified view of a transmission unit according to the 

design of the invention in an axial direction; 
Fig. 2a and 2b 

show a schematically simplified view of the support of transmission output 

shaft A for two alternative angles between the transmission input shaft and the 

transmission output shaft; 
Fig. 3 shows the possibilities for adding the angular drive in a simplified view 

corresponding to view A in Figures 1 or 2; 
Fig. 4.1 - 4.4 show the possibilities to insert the transmission unit in bus propulsion 

systems with alternative requirements. 

[0019] Fig. 1 shows the connection, which is designed according to the 
invention, of an angular drive 4 to the transmission basic unit 25, by reference to a 
segment of an axial cross section of transmission unit 1 in a schematically simplified 
view. The transmission unit contains a transmission input shaft E and at least one 
transmission output shaft A. The transmission input shaft E and the transmission 
output shaft A are situated such that their theoretical axes of rotation Re and Ra 
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intersect at an angle. The transmission unit 1 contains at least on transmission basic 
unit 25, which is situated between the transmission input shaft E and the transmission 
output shaft A. The transmission basic unit 25 includes a mechanical transmission 
component 2 and a bevel gear drive 3 designed as an angular drive 4, which is 
connected to the transmission output shaft A. The transmission unit 1 also contains a 
transmission housing 5, which consists of at least two parts. In the present case, this 
includes at least one transmission base housing 6 and a transmission housing 
component 7, which surrounds the angular drive at least in part and which can be 
connected to transmission base housing 6. However, the transmission housing 
component 7 may consist of multiple components. 

[0020] The angular drive 4, which consists of the bevel gear drive 3, contains 
at least two cormected bevel gears, namely a first bevel gear 8 and a second bevel gear 
9. The first bevel gear 8 is mounted coaxially to the transmission input shaft E. The 
second bevel gear 9, which has a solid connection to transmission output shaft A, is 
mounted at a certain angle to the first bevel gear 8. 

[0021] The theoretical axes of rotation of the various bevel gears or their axes 
of symmetry, which correspond to the theoretical axes of rotation of the transmission 
input axis Re and the transmission output axis Ra, intersect in a point 10, which lies 
on the axis of symmetry of transmission unit 1 , If the flank lines F of the toothing of 
the various bevel gears are projected onto a common plane E, they intersect with the 
transmission axis of symmetry So in this same point. The flank lines are identified 
here as Fgi, Fgi, and F91, F92. It is most advantageous, if the toothing of the various 
bevel gears consists of straight line toothing. However, embodiments with diagonal 
toothing or arced toothing, where the flank lines are arcs, are also conceivable. 

[0022] The arcs in bevel gears with arced flank lines may be circles, 
involutes, or epicycloids. In the case depicted here, the bevel gears have a constant 
tooth height Zhs and Zm- The following description is based on the straight toothing 
shown in Fig. 1 . This description applies by analogy to other toothing. 

[0023] Angular drives 4 are designed for alternative angles between the 
transmission input shaft E and the transmission output shaft A for a specific 
transmission basic unit 25, where these angular drives are designed such that the 
individual flank lines for straight toothing or flank lines projected onto a plane with 
the transmission axis So may form alternative angles with the transmission axis So- 
The various angular drives 4, which are suited theoretically for housing component 7, 
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designed for alternative angles between the transmission input shaft E and the 
transmission output shaft A, which are characterized on the one hand by an essentially 
constant gear ratio between the individual bevel gears 8 or 9 and on the other hand by 
essentially constant external diameters of the individual bevel gears 8 or 9, will 
exhibit intersections of their flank lines Fgi, F82, F91, F92 with the transmission axis So 
on a certain surface in an axial direction on transmission axis So. This surface 
determines the design of transmission housing 5 or the housing component 7 
surrounding the angular drive. In order to achieve as uniform a housing 5 as possible, 
including the transmission housing component 7, for a transmission basic unit 1 with 
various output characteristics, i.e. vsdth various angles between transmission output 
axis A and transmission input axis E, the second transmission housing component 7 is 
standardized such that it is capable of housing all theoretically possible or desired 
angular drives 4, where the angle between transmission input axis E and transmission 
output axis A acts as the only criteria of distinction, while the gear ratio and the 
outside diameter of the bevel gears are held constant for the various theoretically 
possible angles. The basic housing of transmission housing component 7 will 
therefore be designed for the two theoretical extreme cases, namely where the 
intersection 10 of the flank lines of bevel gears 8 or 9 of the bevel gear drive 3 is 
closest to transmission housing 5 and transmission housing component 7 in the axial 
direction or is ftirthest away from them. For example, the first extreme case may be 
the case of an angular drive 4 of 90° or even an angle of more than 90°. It is not 
necessary to make an exact determination, but it should remain in the theoretically 
possible range, with consideration given to the limitations imposed by production 
requirements. However, it is most advantageous to target for an angular drive with an 
angle between transmission input axis E and transmission output axis A in the range 
of 90° to <180°, where the angle <180° identifies the second extreme case. As was 
mentioned earlier, the outside dimensions for various angular drives 4 with essentially 
identical gear ratios i and the same outside diameters dA of the bevel gears 8 or 9 
remain constant, while the adjustment to various angular drives, specifically the 
position of the supports, is accomplished through design or treatment of the inner 
surfaces of the housing, specifically housing component 7. 

[0024] The tight linkage of the first bevel gear 8 and the elements of the 
mechanical transmission component 2, as shown in this invention, may be 
accomplished by various means. The preferred embodiment shown here was chosen 
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with a connection characterized by a particularly compact design for the entire 
transmission unit 1 , because the first bevel gear 8 may have a very large bevel gear 
diameter. The comiection is achieved here by a transmission element of an epicychc 
gear train 27 of the transmission basic unit 25, which is simultaneously the output 15 
for the transmission basic unit 25 and thus the input for angular drive 4. The epicyclic 
gear train includes a sun gear 12, an annulus 26, pinion gears 13, and a bar 14. The 
armulus 26 of the epicyclic gear train 27 is the output 15 of the transmission. The 
linkage is achieved by a solid connection by positive and non-positive lock. The solid 
cormection is labeled here as 33. It works by the connection of complementary 
driving elements 18 and 19 on annulus 26 and the first bevel gear 8. Thus, the bevel 
gear 8 is equipped with the corresponding exterior toothing 28, which can be 
connected to the complementary interior toothing 29 on annulus 26. It is preferable 
that the interior toothing 29 on annulus 26, which is included anyway, be used for this 
purpose. For this purpose, the annulus is designed to be elongated, when viewed in an 
axial direction as incorporated into transmission unit 1 , such that, in addition to the 
pinion gears 34 of the epicyclic gear train 27, the armulus is connected to the exterior 
toothing 28 of bevel gear 8. For this purpose, bevel gear 8 has a corresponding 
exterior toothing 28 in a second segment 35, which is free of the bevel toothing. 

[0025] Angular drive 4 is also associated with transmission housing 
component 7, which houses angular drive 4 and which forms an assembly unit with 
base housing 6, when installed. For installation as a prefab unit, the angular drive 4 
has matching supports 36 and axis 37 for support, which is permanently installed in 
transmission housing component 7. Transmission housing component 7 may be 
manufactured as a single piece or it may consist of several pieces, as is shown in Fig. 
1 . The embodiment with several pieces is often preferred for ease of assembly. 

[0026] An embodiment of the angular drive 4 as a modular unit has the 
advantage that this entire unit can then be integrated in a simple manner in the entire 
transmission unit 1 . This is accomplished by pushing the outer toothing 28 and the 
inner toothing 29 of the annulus together. This is then secured against sideways 
movement in an axial direction by connecting the first bevel gear 8 to housing 
component 7 and then connecting housing component 7 to the transmission base 
housing 6 of transmission basic unit 25, which results in the entire transmission unit 1 . 
Additional elements are not required to secure the unit. 
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[0027] Figures 2a and 2b present a schematically simplified view of the 
support of transmission output shaft A for two different angles between the 
transmission input shaft E and the transmission output shaft A, The variation denoted 
by I corresponds to an angle □ i of 60"" between the transmission input shaft E and the 
transmission output shaft A, whereas the variation denoted by II corresponds to an 
angle of 80° between the transmission input shaft E and the transmission output 
shaft A. 

[0028] Transmission housing component 7 also has a feed-through 23, which 
is the exit for transmission output shaft A. It is preferable that the feed-through be an 
opening of constant size for all housings 7. Here the maximum size corresponds to 
the entire range of angle a, which could theoretically apply to transmission output 
shaft A. 

[0029] Transmission housing component 7 can be linked to transmission 
housing 8 by positive and/or non-positive locks. It is preferable that the linkage be 
fastened by screw and/or plug-type connectors. The recesses and holes in 
transmission base housing 6 and transmission housing component 7 required to 
achieve the linkage are preferably formed such that rotation, viewed along the 
circumference of transmission unit 1, is feasible, such that alternative placements of 
bevel gear drive 3 are possible, particularly with respect to placement of the second 
bevel gear 9 and thus the angular drive 4 relative to the assembly position of the 
transmission unit, and thus also in the position of transmission housing 5 relative to 
the latter. Possible positions are shown in Fig. 3 for a view A corresponding to Fig. 1 
or 2. This possibility is of special significance, if transmission housing 5 has a 
particular structure that must be incorporated in a particular position. This is the case, 
whenever rills or channels for lubricants or the like must be included. The output 
possibilities relative to the mounted position are denoted respectively by A', A", and 
A"' in Fig. 3. 

[0030] The embodiment of transmission housing component 7 described in 
Fig. 1 and 2 also makes a different design of the second bevel gear 9 feasible, which 
differs from the conventional method. Whereas the second bevel gear 9 is removed in 
conventional embodiments in the direction of the axis of symmetry of transmission 
output shaft A, the embodiment of transmission housing component 7 according to 
this invention makes it feasible to remove transmission housing component 7 first 
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from the remaining transmission housing 5, then to separate the transmission output 
shaft A from bevel gear 9 and to roll the same sideways out of the cavity 1 1 formed 
within transmission housing component 7. This makes it feasible to move the entire 
bevel gear drive 3 in an axial direction further into the interior of transmission 
housing component 7, because the transmission housing component 7 is no longer 
Umited in size by the size of feed-through 23 of transmission output shaft A to a size 
that would also allow removal of the second bevel gear 9 in this direction. 

[0031] Other possibilities to remove the second bevel gear 9 require a 
corresponding design of opening 23. This may be elliptical in an alternative 
embodiment for the feed-through of transmission output shaft A. The maximum 
dimension corresponds here to the outside diameter dA of the second bevel gear 9. 
The connection between transmission output shaft A and the second bevel gear 9 is 
severed first during removal and the second bevel gear 9 is led to the elliptical 
opening by tipping. 

[0032] The design of transmission housing 5 as shown in Fig. 1 to 3, 
particularly the design of transmission housing component 7, makes it feasible to use 
a common housing to enclose various angular drives 4. The output angle is 
determined only by the design or the assembly and finishing of the interior surfaces in 
the vicinity of the second bevel gear, which is connected to transmission output shaft 
A. The division of the housing into a transmission base housing 6 and a so-called 
transmission housing component 7 makes it feasible to move the angular drive 4 in an 
axial direction fiirther towards the transmission input shaft compared to conventional 
embodiments. This very short shape thus applies across the plane of the connection 
of the entire angular drive. The described preferred embodiment enables a free design 
of the output side, which results in a short size that saves material. The transmission 
base unit may be tested without angular drive 4. 

[0033] Fig. 4 exemplifies potential applications of a transmission unit 1 
according to the invention with a uniform housing, consisting of transmission base 
housing 6 and transmission housing component 7, by means of examples. Here the 
term "transmission housing" should not be interpreted to require complete coverage, 
but the housing may have openings, which may in turn be closed by lid-shaped 
elements. 

[0034] Fig. 4.1 shows the use of the transmission unit 1 according to the 
invention in a bus propulsion system with a transverse motor 30 to drive an axle 31, 
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which is designed to be located between the second and third door of the bus. The 
motor 30 is connected to transmission unit 1 for the purpose of gearing torque / speed, 
where output shaft 32 of the mechanical transmission component is in a coaxial 
position relative to transmission input shaft E. The propulsion to the axle is provided 
here by angular drive 4.5 1 in the middle of axle 3 1 . Here the angular drive 4.5 1 is 
mounted at an angle of 60° or 65°. This configuration is particularly useful for right- 
hand traffic. 

[0035] Fig. 4.2 shows an embodiment corresponding to Fig. 4.1 in a 
schematically simplified view by means of a top view of a bus propulsion system. 
The motor 30 is also mounted in a transverse position and the propulsion is likewise 
centered on the axle. The embodiment differs from that show in Fig. 4. 1 by a change 
of the flow of torque between motor 30 and transmission 1 . This embodiment is best 
suited to left-hand traffic. 

[0036] Fig. 4.3 and 4.4 show embodiments in so-called dropped floor 
propulsion systems, where the motor 30 is again mounted transverse to the direction 
of travel and where the propulsion of the portal axle 31 is not centered, i.e. offset, by 
means of an angular drive 4.53 or 4.54. The embodiment in Fig. 4.3 is best suited for 
right-hand traffic and the embodiment in Fig. 4.4 is best suited for left-hand traffic. 
The angle between transmission input shaft E and transmission output shaft A is here 
80°. 
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E Transmission input shaft 

A Transmission output shaft 

1 Transmission unit 

2 Mechanical transmission component 

3 Bevel gear drive 

4 Angular drive 

5 Transmission housing 

6 Transmission base housing 

7 Transmission housing component 

8 First bevel gear 

9 Second bevel gear 

10 Intersection of axes of symmetry 

1 1 Cavity 

12 Sun gear 

13 Pinion gear 

14 Bar 

1 5 Output of transmission 

1 6 Exterior circumference of first bevel gear 

17 Interior of annulus 

1 8 Driving elements 

19 Driving elements 
23 Feed-through 

25 Transmission basic unit 

26 Annulus 

28 Exterior toothing 

29 Interior toothing 

33 Solid connection 

34 Pinion gears 

35 Second segment of bevel gear 

36 Support 

37 Axis 
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Fsi, F82, and F91, F92 Flank lines of the toothing of the bevel gears 
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Claims 

1 . Transmission unit 

1.1 with a transmission input shaft (E) and a transmission output shaft (A), and a 
transmission basic unit (25) situated between transmission input shaft (E) and 
transmission output shaft (A), which is connected to an angular drive (4); 

1 .2 where the angular drive (4) includes at least a bevel gear drive (3) with a first 
bevel gear (8) and a second bevel gear (9), where the second bevel gear (9) is 
solidly connected to the transmission output shaft, at least indirectly; 

1 .3 with a transmission housing (5) that includes at least a transmission base 
housing (6) that covers the transmission basic element (25), and which can be 
connected to a housing cover formed by a transmission housing component 
(7), which covers the angular drive (4) at least in part; 

characterized by the following characteristics: 

1 .4 the first bevel gear (8) of angular drive (4) and a transmission element of the 
transmission basic element (25), which constitutes the output (15) of 
transmission basic element (25), have a direct and solid connection and are 
located in immediate proximity to each other; 

1 .5 the transmission basic element (25) does not include any elements capable of 
generating axial forces to act against the housing cover on the housing wall. 

2. Transmission unit according to claim 1 characterized by the following 
characteristics: 

2A the transmission basic unit (25) includes at least one epicyclic gear train (27) 
with at least one annulus (26), one sun gear (12), pinion gears (13) and a bar 
(14) or a cylindrical gear pair; 

2.2 the output (15) of transmission basic unit (25) consists of an element of the 
epicyclic gear train (27) or the cylindrical gear pair. 

3. Transmission unit according to one of claims 1 or 2 characterized by having a 
solid cormection consisting of complementary driving elements, which may be 
brought to bear upon each other, on the transmission elements functioning as 
output (15) and the first bevel gear (8). 
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4. Transmission unit according to one of claims 2 or 3 characterized by having 
driving elements on the first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element 
that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and the 
corresponding driving elements on the transmission element that forms the 
output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and/or the first bevel gear (8), 
which are oriented and positioned in an axial direction relative to the position 
of the transmission axle, specifically the transmission input shaft (E), as 
installed. 

5. Transmission unit according to one of claims 2 or 3 characterized by having 
driving elements on the first bevel gear (8) and/or on the transmission element 
that forms the output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and the 
corresponding driving elements on the transmission element that forms the 
output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) and/or the first bevel gear (8), 
which are oriented and positioned in a radial direction relative to the position 
of the transmission axle, specifically the transmission input shaft (E), as 
installed. 

6. Transmission unit according to claim 5 characterized by the following 

characteristics: 

6.1 the driving elements are positioned in the area of the interior circumference of 
the transmission element, which forms the output (15); 

6.2 the driving elements complementary to it are positioned on the first bevel gear 
(8) in the area of its external circumference (16). 

7. Transmission unit according to one of claims 4 to 6 characterized by the 
following characteristics: 

7. 1 the output (1 5) of transmission basic unit (25) consists of the annulus (26) of 
the epicyclic gear train (27); 

7.2 the driving elements consist of an exterior toothing (28) on the first bevel gear 
(8) complementary to the interior toothing (29) of annulus (26), where annulus 
(26) has an elongation in an axial direction, which does not connect to the 
pinion gears (13) and where the first bevel gear (8) has a segment (35) with no 
beveled toothing. 
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8. Transmission unit according to one of claims 2 to 6 characterized by having an 
output (15) of the transmission basic unit (25) with a transmission element 
consisting of a sun gear (12) or a bar (14) of the epicyclic gear train (27) or a 
cylindrical gear. 

9. Transmission unit according to one of claims 1 to 8 characterized by the 
following characteristics: 

the transmission housing component (7), which encloses the transmission unit 
at least in the area of the angular drive (4), is designed such that, for all 
theoretically possible angular drives with the following characteristics: 

- the gear ratio i is essentially constant and the outside diameters of the 
various bevel gears are essentially constant, 
it has the same exterior dimensions, where various position angles for the 
transmission output shaft (A) may be realized by an exchangeable apparatus to 
support the second bevel gear (9) and/or the transmission output gear (A). 

10. Transmission unit according to claim 9 characterized by having transmission 
housing component (7) consist of a single housing. 

1 1 . Transmission unit according to one of claims 1 to 1 0 characterized by having 
the transmission basic unit (25) consist of a hydrodynamic and a mechanical 
transmission component. 

12. Transmission unit according to one of claims 1 to 1 1 characterized by the 
possibiUty that the angular drive (4) and the housing component, which covers 
it at least partially, can be combined to a modular unit. 

14. Transmission unit according to one of claims 1 to 13 characterized by having 
straight toothing in the toothing of the connected bevel gears. 

15. Transmission unit according to one of claims 1 to 13 characterized by having 
diagonal toothing in the toothing of the connected bevel gears of the bevel 
gear drive. 
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16. Transmission unit according to one of claims 14 or 15 characterized by having 
identical height of the toothing of the bevel gears of the bevel gear drive. 
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(51) Internationale Patentklassifikation': F16H 57/02, 
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(21) Internationales Aktenzeichen: 
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(22) Internationales Anmeidedatum: 

7. Septemto 2000 (07.09.2000) 


(25) Einreichungssprache: 

(26) Veroffentlichungsspracfae: 


Deutsch 
Deutsch 


(30) Angaben zur Prioritat: 

299 16 006.8 14. September 1999 (14.09.1999) DE 


100 42475.9 


29. August 2000 (29.08.2000) DE 


(71) Anmelder (fiir alle Bestimmungsstaaten mit Ausnahme 
von US)i VOITH TURBO GMBH & CO. KG [DE/DEj; 
Alexanderstrasse 2, 89522 Heidenheim (DE). 

(72) Erfinder; und 

(75) Erfinder/Anmelder (nur fiw US); KORNER, Tillmann 
[DE/DE]; Weifcersbergstrasse 42, 89551 Zang (DE). EU- 
BLER, Hans-Peter [DE/DE]; Oberer Erbisberg 37, 89522 
Heidenheim (DE). 

(74) Anwalt: DR. WEITZEL & PARTNER; Friedenstrasse 
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[Fortsetzung auf der nachsten Seite] 


(54) Title: TRANSMISSION UNIT 

(54) Bezeichnung: GETRIEBEBAUEINHEIT 



(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a transmission unit (1) comprising a transmission input shaft (F) and a transmission output 
shaft (A) as well as a transmission basic unit (25), which is arranged between the transmission input shaft and the transmission 
output shaft, and which is coupled to an angular drive (4). The angular drive comprises at least one bevel gear step (3) with a first 
bevel gear (8) and a second bevel gear (9), whereby die second bevel gear can be coupled to the transmission output shaft in an at 
least indirect rotationally fixed manner. The transmission imit is enclosed by a transmission case (5), which comprises at least one 
basic transmission case (6) that encloses the transmission basic unit, and which can be connected to a case cover provided in die 
form of a transmission case part (7) that at least partially encloses the angular drive. In order to realize a short overall length of die 
fransmission unit, the invention provides that the first bevel gear of the angular drive and a transmission element which is part of the 
basic transmission unit and which forms the output (15) of the basic transmission unit are directly interconnected in a rotationally 
fixed manner and are arranged next to one another in a spatially close maimer. As a result, the transmission basic unit does not 
require elements for generating an axial force that supports the case cover on the waU of the case. 

(57) Zusammenfassung: Die Erfindtmg betrifft eine Getriebebaueinheit (1) mit einer Getriebeeingangswelle (F) und einer Getrie- 
beausgangswelle (A) und einer, zwischen Getriebeeingangswelle und Getriebeausgangswelle angeordneten Getriebegrundbaueinheit 
(25), welche mit einem Winkeltrieb (4) gekoppelt ist. Der Winkeltrieb umfa6t wenigstens eine Kegelradsmfe (3) mit einem ersten 
Kegelrad (8) und einem zweiten Kegelrad (9), wobei das zweiie Kegekad mit der Getriebeausgangswelle wenigstens mittelbar dreh- 
fest koppelbar 

[Fortsetzung auf der nachsten Seite] 



(81) Bestimmungsstaaten (national)', JP, US. Zur Erklarung der Zweibtdchstaben-Codes, und der anderen 

Abkurzungen wird auf die Erklarungen ("Guidance Notes on 

(84) Bestimmungsstaaten (regional)', europaisches Patent (AT, Codes and Abbreviations") am Anfangjeder regidaren Ausgabe 

BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, DE, IT, LU, MC, PCT-Gazette verwiesen, 

NL, PT, SE). 

Veroffentlicht: 

— Mit internationalem RecherchenberichL 


ist Die Getiiebebaueinheit wird von einan Getriebegehause (5), umfassend wenigstens ein, die Getriebegnmdbaueinheit 
umschliefiendes Grundgeiiiebeg^ause (6), welches mit einem Gehausedeckel in Form eines, den Winlieltrieb wenigstens teilweise 
umschliefienden Getriebegehaiiseteiles (7) vexbindbar ist, umschlossen. Erfindungsgemafi sind zur Reaiisiemng einer kurzen 
Baul^ge der Getriebebaueinheit das CTSte K^ekad des Winkeltriebes und ein den Abtrieb (15) der Gnindgetriebebaueinheit 
bildendes Getriebeelement der Gnindgetriebebaueinheit umnittelbar miteinander diehfest verbunden und raumlich nahe beieinander 
angeordnet- Die Gettiebegrundbaueinheit ist dabei frei von Hlementen zur Erzeugung ein» sich am Gehausedeckel an der 
Gehausewand abstiitzenden AxialkrafL 
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4,5.1 


Fig.4.1 


Fig.4.2 


2nd ckjor 


Bus propulsion system, transverse 
axis, centered, angular drive 60° 65° 
right-hand traffic 



-4,5.2 


Bus propulsion system, transverse 
axis, centered, angular drive 60° 65° 
left-hand traffic 


Fig.4.3 


Fig.4.4 



Dropped floor propulsion systems, 
transverse, portal axis, affset, angular 
drive 80** right-hand traffic 



Dropped floor propulsion systems, 
transverse, portal axis, offset, angular 
drive 80° left-hand traffic 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney for Patent Application 
Erklarung fiir Patentanmeldungen mit Vollm^cht 

German L a n g u a g e D e c 1 a r a t i o n 


Als nachstehend benannter Erfinder erklare ich hiermit an Eides 
Statt: 

daB mein Wohnsitz, meine Postanschrift und meine 
Staatsangehorigkeit den im nachstehenden nach meinem Namen 
aufgefuhrten Angaben entsprechen, daft ich nach bestem Wissen 
der ursprtingliche, erste und alleinige Erfinder (falls nachstehend 
nur ein Mame angegeben ist) oder ein urspriinglicher, erster und 
Miterfinder (falls nachstehend mehrere Namen aufgefuhrt sind) 
des Gegenstandes bin, fur den dieser Antrag gestellt wird und fiir 
den ein Patent fur die Erfindung mit folgendem Titel beantragt 
wird: 


As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 
next to my name. 

I believe 1 am the original, fu-st and sole inventor (if only one 
name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if 
plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

TRANSMISSION UNIT 


deren Beschreibung hier beigefugt ist, es sei denn (in diesem Falle 
Zutreffendes bitte ankreuzen), diese Erfindung 

□ wurde angemeldet am 

unter der US-Anmeldenummer oder unter der 
Internationalen Anmeldenummer im Rahmen des 
Vertrags uber die Zusammenarbeit auf dem Gebiet des 

Patentwesens (PCX) und am 

abgeandert (falls 

zutreffend). 


Ich bestatige hiermit, dafi ich den Inhalt der oben angegebenen 
Patentanmeldung, einschlieBlich der Anspriiche, die eventuell 
durch einen oben erwahnten Zusatzantrag abgeandert wurde, 
durchgesehen und verstanden habe. 

Ich erkenne meine Pflicht zur Offenbarung jeglicher 
Informationen an, die zur Prufung der Patentfahigkeit in Einklang 
mit Titel 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56 von Belang sind. 


the specification of which is attached hereto unless the following 
box is checked: 

m was filed on September 7, 2000 

as United States Application Number or PCT 
International Application Number PCT/EPOO/08754 

and was amended on 

(if applicable). 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of 
the above identified specification, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment referred to above. 


I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material 
to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations, § 1.56. 
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German Language Declaration 


Ich beanspruche hiermit auslandische Prioritatsvorteile gemafi Title 35, 
US-Code, § 119 (a)-(d), bzw. § 365(b) aller unten aufgefiihrten 
Auslandsanmeldungen fiir Patente oder Erfinderurkunden, oder §365(a) 
aller PCT iiitemationalen Anmeldungen, welche wenigstens ein Land 
ausser den Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika benennen, und habe 
nachstehend durch ankreuzen samtliche Auslands- anmeldungen fur 
Patente bzw. Erfinderurkunden oder PCT Internationale Anmeldungen 
angegeben, deren Anmeldetag dem der Anmeldung, fur welche Prioritat 
beansprucht wird, vorangeht 


Prior Foreign Applications 
(Fruhere auslandische Anmeldungen) 

299 16 006.8 


(Number) 
(Nummer) 


(Country) 
(Land) 


Germany 


100 42 475.9 


(Number) 
(Nummer) 


(Country) 
(Land) 


Germany 


Ich beanspruche hiermit Prioritatsvorteile unter Title 35, US-Code, 
§ 1 19(e) aller US-Hilfsanmeldungen wie unten aufgezahlt. 


(Application No.) 
(Aktenzeichen) 


(Fihng Date) 
(Anmeldetag) 


(Filmg Date) 
(Anmeldetag) 


(Application No ) 
(Aktenzeichen) 

Ich beanspruche hiermit die mir unter Title 35, US-Code, § 120 
zustehenden Vorteile aller unten aufgeftihrten US-Patentanmeldungen 
bzw. § 365(c) aller PCT internationalen Anmeldungen, welche die 
Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika benennen, und erkenne, insofern der 
Gegenstand eines jeden fruheren Anspruchs dieser Patentanmeldung 
nicht in einer US-Patentanmeldung, bzw. PCT internationalen 
Anmeldung in in einer gemaB dem ersten Absatz von Title 35, US-Code, 
§ 112 vorgeschriebenen Art und Weise offenbart wurde, meme Pflicht 
zur Offenbarung jeglicher Informationen an, die zur Priifung der 
Patentfahigkeit in Einkiang mit Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
§ 1.56 von Belang sind und die im Zeitraum zwischen dem Anmeldetag 
der fruheren Patentanmeldung und dem nationalen oder im Rahmen des 
Vertrags uber die Zusammenarbeit auf dem Gebiet des Patentwesen 
(PCT) gultigen internationalen Anmeldetags bekannt geworden sind. 


EPOO/08754 

(Application No ) 
(Aktenzeichen) 


(Application No.) 
(Aktenzeichen) 


07 September 2000 

(Filmg Date) 
(Anmeldetag) 


(Filmg Date) 
(Anmeldetag) 


Ich erklare hiermit, daB alle in der vorliegenden Erklarung von mir 
gemachten Angaben nach bestem Wissen und Gewissen der Wahrheit 
entsprechen, und femer daft ich diese eidesstattliche Erklarung in 
Kenntnis dessen ablege, daB wissentlich und vors^tzlich falsche Angaben 
oder dergleichen gemaB § 1001, Title 18 des US-Code strafbar sind und 
mit Geldstrafe und/oder Gefangnis bestraft werden konnen und daft 
derartige wissentlich und vorsatzlich falsche Angaben die 
Rechtswirksamkeit der vorliegenden Patentanmeldung oder eines 
aufgrund deren erteilten Patentes gefahrden konnen. 


I hereby claim foreign priority under Title 35, United States Code, 
§119(a)-(d) or § 365(b) of any foreign application(s) for patent or 
inventor's certificate, or § 365(a) of any PCT International application 
which designated at least, one country other than the United States, listed 
below and have also identified below, by checking the box, any foreign 
application for patent or inventor's certificate, or PCT International 
application having a filing date before that of the application on which 
priority is claimed. 


Priority Not Claimed 
Prioritat nicht beansprucht 

□ 


□ 


14 September 1999 

(Day/MonthATear Filed) 
(Tag/Monat/Jahr der Anmeldung) 

29 August 2000 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 
(Tag/Monat/Jahr der Anmeldung) 


I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 

§ 1 19(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below. 


I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120 of any 
United States application(s), or § 365(c) of any PCT International 
application designating the United States, listed below and, insofar as the 
subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in 
the prior United States or PCT International application in the manner 
provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 1 12, I 
acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56 
which became available between the filing date of the prior application and 
the national or PCT International filing date of this application. 


Published 


(Status) (patented, pendmg, abandoned) 
(Status) (patentiert, schwebend, aufgegeben) 


(Status) (patented, pending, abandoned) 
(Status) (patentiert, schwebend, aufgegeben) 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to 
be true, and further that these statements were made with the knowledge 
that willfiil false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of 
the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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German Language Declaration 


VERTRETUNGSVOLMACHT: Als benannter Erfinder 
beauftrage ich hiermit den (die) nachstehend aufgefuhrten 
Patentanwalt (Patentanwalte) und/oder Vertreter mit der 
Verfolgung der vorliegenden Patentanmeldung sowie mit der 
Abwicklung aller damit verbundenen Angelegenheiten vor 
dem US-Patent-und Markenamt: (Name(n) und 
Registrationsnummer(n) auflisten) 


POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, I hereby 
appoint the following attorney(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute 
this application and^ transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected therewith: (list name and 

registration number) 


Postanschrift: 


John F. Hoffman, Regis. No. 26328(i; Anthony Niewyk, Regis. No. 24,87 1; Michael 
D. Smith, Regis. No . 40,181 ; Michael S. Gzybowski, Regis. N o. 32 ,816; Brian C. Pauls, 
Regis. No. 40,122; Michael D. Schwartz, Regis No. 44,326j Adam F. Cox, Regis No. 46^644; 
Abigail MrButler, Regis. N o. 48,238 , Thomas A. Adams, Regis. No.^4§a230; and Kimberly J. 
Paulus, Regis. No . 48358 ; all o f BAKER & DANIELS, 111 East Waync Stree j^SttttB-^, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana46§i)2 * 

Send Correspondence to: 

John F. Hoffman. BAKER & DANIELS 


Telefonische Auskunfte: (Name und Telefonnummer) 


Direct TeVephone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 


John F. Hoffman 


(260) 460-1700 


Vor- und Zuname des einzigen oder ersten Erfinders \"''CJC^ 

Full name of sole or first inventor 
Tillmann Korner 

Unterschrift des Erfinders Datum 

Inventor's signature Date 

Wohnsitz 

Residence 

Zan^Germany ^SX^ 

Staatsangeherigkeit 

Citizenship 
German 

Postanschrift 

Post Office Address 
Weikersbergstrasse 42 
89551 Zang 
GERMANY 

Vor- und Zuname des zweiten Miterfmders (falls zutrcffend)^^^^^^ 

Full name of second joint inventor, if any 
Hans-Peter Eubler 

Unterschrift des zweiten Erfinders Datum 

Second Inventor's signature Date 

Wohnsitz 

Residence 

Heidenhelm, Germany J^f^yL^ 

Staatsangehorigkeit ' 

Citizenship 
German 

Postanschrift 

Post Office Address 
Oberer Erbisberg 37 
89522 Heidenheim 
GERMANY 


(Im Falle dritter und weiterer Miterfinder Miterfinder sind die 
entsprechenden Informationen und Unterschriflen 
hinzuzufugen.) 


(Supply similar information and signature for third and 
subsequent joint inventors.) 
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